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Indulgence made by the King; but it made a really just
partition of the property of the Church between the rival faiths,
and it can hardly be blamed for taxing absentees, an order of
men disliked in Ireland since the feudal age. It should be
added that this Parliament did not insist on repealing the Law
of Poynings, which, we have said, had been a cause of discon-
tent, and which had been denounced by the Catholic Con-
federates of 1642-8 V*
While James was thus playing the king in Dublin, an
English army had landed on the coast of Antrim, in order to
effect the re-conquest of Ireland, Its commander was an aged
veteran, Schomberg; and though it was largely composed of
ill-trained levies, it contained some regiments of excellent
soldiers. In numbers it was about equal to the CromwelHan
army, which had subjugated Ireland in a few months; but it
had a very different chief at its head, and its operations seem
to have been badly directed. It is not easy to understand why
an attempt was not made to descend on Dublin, and strike a
decisive blow; Schomberg, like Cromwell, had the command
of the sea; and the Irish army, after its late defeats, was
disheartened and in a pitiable plight Schomberg, however,
advanced cautiously from Carrickfergus, inland; his marches,
through a difficult country, were slow; the Irish climate made
havoc of his men; and his army was half destroyed before it
reached Dundalk, more than fifty miles from the Irish capital.
He was compelled to retreat into winter quarters; this gave
James time to restore his army, and to make preparations to
renew the contest The Irishry seconded his efforts with
1 Mr Lecky's account of the proceedings of the Irish Parliament of 1689
is just and impartial. History of England in the Eighteenth. Century^ n.
Chap. 6. pp. 182, rpo. Macaulay's Is inaccurate, and conveys a false im-
pression. See also the Patriotic Parliament by Thomas Davis, a one-sided
but very able and learned narrative.
* See note at end of Chapter.